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Abstract:

In Brazil, Bioethics has evolved since the beginning of the nineties. Throughout this period, educational programs
dedicated to the teaching-learning process in Bioethics were initially created at the level of Specialization, and
more recently at the levels of Master’s and Doctorate degrees. From a brief review of institutional initiatives of great
influence for the formal teaching of bioethics in Latin America, the author present the main Study Centers, Nucleii,
Institutes and graduate programs dedicated to training professionals in Brazil.
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Resumen:

En Brasil, la bioética se ha desarrollado desde principios de los noventa. Durante este periodo, los programas edu-
cativos dedicados a la ensefianza y el aprendizaje en bioética se crearon inicialmente en el nivel de conocimientos,
y mas recientemente en los niveles de maestria y doctorado. De un breve repaso de las iniciativas institucionales
con la mayor influencia de la ensefianza formal de la bioética en América Latina, el autor presenta los principales
centros de estudio, centros, institutos y programas de postgrado dedicados a la formacion de profesionales en
Brasil.
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Resumo:

No Brasil, a Bioética tem evoluido desde o inicio dos anos noventa. Durante esse periodo, os programas edu-
cativos dedicados ao processo de ensino-aprendizagem em Bioética foram criados, inicialmente, em nivel de
Especializagdo, e mais recentemente nos niveis de Mestrado e Doutorado. A partir de uma breve revisao das
iniciativas institucionais de maior influéncia para o ensino formal da Bioética na América Latina, o autor apresenta
os principais Centros de Estudo, nucleos, institutos e os programas de pds-graduagéo dedicados a formagéo de
profissionais no Brasil.
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l. Introduction

Notwithstanding the fast spread of Bioethics
around the world, from its recognition as a branch
of Applied Ethics (Engels, 2004) to the need to
teach it in universities along with other traditio-
nal disciplines, it was originally established as a
knowledge field in the United States during the
seventies (Reich, 1994). It quickly spread to Euro-
pe in the eighties followed by the countries of the
southern hemisphere, becoming, in the nineties, a
worldwide phenomenon (Mori, 1994).

The development of the theory of principlism ba-
sed on a group of prima facie principles — bene-
ficence, nonmaleficence, autonomy and justice
(Beauchamp and Childress, 2009), has made
Bioethics one of the most recognized moral tools
for the analyses of ethical dilemmas in the biome-
dical field. Moreover, this concept was theoretica-
lly supported by the disciplines associated with
this subject in various academic courses such as
biomedical and health sciences, social sciences,
law and philosophy, at both graduate and post-
graduate levels.

Because of the systematization and simplicity of
these principles, the “theory of four principles” has
become the central theme of Bioethics, a referen-
ce that is occasionally confused with the disci-
pline Bioethics itself. Therefore,, by virtue of the
universal technique of automatic application of
these principles to conflicts and ethical dilemmas
in different cultures, they are also known as the
“Georgetown mantra” (Clouser and Gert, 1990).

With the first dissenting voices regarding this theo-
retical reference, made by U.S. scholars in the
beginning of the nineties, emerged different theo-
retical conceptions, which stood out in the United
States as well as in the other English-speaking
countries. Among these are the Practical Ethics,
of utilitarian inspiration, developed by Peter Sin-
ger; the update of the traditional case study, the
Virtue Ethics; the Liberalism; and the Health Care
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Ethics. In Europe, there was the Personalist Para-
digm (especially in French); the Hermeneutic; the
Narrative Ethics; and the Discursive Ethics in Ger-

man, among others (Schramm, 2002).

In Latin America, besides the principlist theory
that was responsible for the spread of Bioethics
in the region, there appeared two other proposals
in the passage of the new millennium. They emer-
ged from an ethical reflection on the “persistent
problems” (related to the level of social exclusion,
in particular, distributive justice and equity) and
“emerging problems” (issues arising from the ac-
celeration of scientific and technological develop-
ment that emerged in the last fifty years). These
two Latin American lines of bioethics reflection
are: the Bioethics of Intervention, called the “Hard
Bioethics”, formulated by Garrafa and Porto (Ga-
rrafa and Porto, 2003), and the “Bioethics of Pro-
tection”, developed by Firmin Roland Schramm
and the Chilean, Miguel Kottow (Schramm, 2002).

Based on principlism and the above-mentioned
theoretical support, , there are several research
centers, institutes and educational programs in
Brazil that promote the development of Bioethics
and its incorporation as an independent discipli-
ne in the curriculum of several academic careers
in health. There are a number of universities that
include Bioethics as a discipline of philosophical
reflection at many levels of education— Speciali-
zation, Master’s and Doctorate degrees - chiefly
to train professionals in the fields of teaching, re-
search and Research Ethics Committees.

Today, it is almost impossible to count the number
of courses that offer this subject throughout the
country. Similarly, there is no precise point which
can be elected as a landmark of academic acti-
vities regarding the inclusion of Bioethics in the
academic curriculum. Therefore, the author seek
to highlight aspects of major relevance related to
the consolidation of teaching Bioethics at the gra-
duate education in the various public and private
institutions of higher in the Brazilian territory.
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Il. The evolution of Bioethics in
Brazil

In the context of Latin America and the Ca-
ribbean, Bioethics has evolved for approxi-
mately 35 years. Argentina, Colombia, Chi-
le, Mexico and Brazil can be counted among
the countries considered pioneers in this
field Argentina, which is merited with star-
ting the movement of humanization of me-
dicine in the seventies, was the first coun-
try to initiate academic activities related to
Bioethics (Correa, 2008).

However, this initial inception should not
be understood as a formal introduction
of the discipline in the countries of the
southern hemisphere. In the beginning of
the eighties, the word “Bioethics” was not
common in the academic field. In addition,
as this neologism began to spread, there
was a strong rejection by those who de-
fended the traditional Medical Ethics. One
of the themes that became central was the
term informed ethical consent. This idea re-
presented a paradigm shift in the traditional
paternalism of Medical Ethics as it promoted
the patients’ autonomy as free agents in the
decision-making process in a doctor-patient
relationship. It should also be emphasized
that the basis of ethical obligations was be-
neficence (Macklin and Luna, 1996).

The end of the eighties withessed the emer-
gence of centers, institutes and groups of
professionals from different fields interested
in the subject throughout the Latin region.
With the assimilation of academic and pu-
blic discourse, the discipline was institutio-
nally established following the North-Ameri-
can model. The first initiative occurred with
the foundation of the Latin American School
of Bioethics (ELABE), toward the end of the
eighties, in Argentina. It organized, over a
period of ten years, a program of teaching
Bioethics, whose objective was training
professionals to allow them to assume the
leadership of the discipline in their countries
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of origin. In the nineties, Bioethics was con-
solidated as an academic discipline in seve-
ral countries (Correa, 2004).

Another initiative of great impact for educa-
tion in Bioethics occurred in the beginning
of 1994. Through an agreement among the
Pan American Health Organization (PAHO),
the government of Chile and the University
of Chile, the Regional Program on Bioethics
was created in Latin America and the Ca-
ribbean (RPB) (Current Unity of Bioethics).
This is a technical program integrated with
the Division of Health and human develop-
ment of the PAHO. Its mission is to collabo-
rate with public and private entities in the
development and application of concepts
and procedures for ethical sustainability of
decisions related to scientific investigation,
technical training, professional formation,
health care assistance and formation of sec-
toral and intersectoral health policies (Ste-
pke, 2000).

Gradually, advanced-level programs were created
in the training courses of short duration, Speciali-
zation and Master’s degree in more than 25 coun-
tries. Some of them were created in the University
of Chile (Chile), Technological Institute of Santo
Domingo (Dominican Republic), National Univer-
sity of San Marcos (Lima, Peru), National Univer-
sity of Cuyo (Argentina) (Lolas, 2007), Universi-
ty El Bosque (Colombia), Sao Camilo University
Center, and University of Brasilia (UnB) (Brazil).

Nowadays, in almost all countries of Latin Ameri-
ca and the Caribbean, there are courses and pro-
grams dedicated to training in Bioethics in the field
of health at different post-graduate levels of. The
demand for online courses is also growing rapi-
dly as can be observed from the success of the
Collaborative Institutional Training Initiative (CITI),
which can be accessed on the Internet at www.
citiprogram.org. This is a course developed by vo-
lunteers who provide educational material on the
protection of human subjects in the field of biome-
dical research, good clinical practices, responsible
conduct of research and humanitarian treatment
of animals in laboratories. It is a joint effort of the



Fred Hutchinson Cancer Research Center and the
University of Miami in collaboration with speciali-
zed institutions in Bioethics in Chile, Costa Rica,
Peru and Brazil (Litewka, Goodman and Brauns-
chweiger, 2008).

Similarly, there are Research Ethics Committees
at major university centers and/or hospitals of re-
ference, especially in Brazil, where the number
of Ethics Committees already exceeds 550. The
Ethics Committees played a key role in the deve-
lopment of Bioethics, since they also had the task
of monitoring the progress in awareness and en-
couraging education in Bioethics in different uni-
versity bodies.

The most recent initiative in the continent took pla-
ce with the creation of the program of Permanent
Education in Bioethics. An initiative of the Latin
American and Caribbean Bioethics Network (Re-
dbioética) and the United Nations Educational,
Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNESCO),
it has the objective of developing an educational
task aimed at promoting a plural, interdisciplinary
and critical reflection about the ethical problems
that emerge in the field of human life and health
in the region, through the implementation of post-
graduate events and courses. Presently, it offers
two courses in the distance study mode: a course
on Introduction to Ethics Research involving hu-
man beings and an Introductory course on clinical
and social Bioethics (UNESCO, 2008).

The Redbioética was finally achieved during the
Sixth World Congress of Bioethics, promoted by
the International Association of Bioethics (IBC)
and organized by the Brazilian Bioethics Society,
held in Brazilia — Brazil, in 2002. Among its objecti-
ves is the epistemological construction of referen-
ces to the most appropriate socio-cultural reality of
Latin America. It was officially founded in Cancun,
Mexico, in May 2003. (Garrafa, Kottow, and Sa-
ada, 2006).
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lll. Institutionalization of the teaching
of Bioethics in Brazil

In Brazil, Bioethics has approximately 20 years of
academic activities; its institutionalization, there-
fore, was late. The term “late” is a record of the
emergence of Bioethics in the country becau-
se when it appeared on the national territory, an
important paradigmatic transition was emerging
(Schramm, 2002a).

Despite some isolated initiatives toward the end of
the eighties, Bioethics was established as a field
of interdisciplinary knowledge only during the ni-
neties, when the Brazilian Bioethics Society was
born. Only then was it legitimated in the academic
field with a highlighted interest in the issue of pu-
blic health (Garrafa, 2000; Schramm, Anjos and
Zoboli, 2007).

With the end of military dictatorship in Brazil, in
1985, and the implementation of the 8th National
Health Conference which established the Brazilian
Sanitary Reform, in 1986, new democratic winds
began to blow across the country. And with them,
the need for deeper ethical issues was raised in
several sectors of society, including the health
field. Immediately after this period, professionals
of several isolated areas began to display interest
in themes related to Bioethics.

In terms of post-graduation, one of the first notable
initiatives was the inclusion of this discipline in a
post-graduate course in medicine at the Pontifical
Catholic University (PUC) of Rio Grande do Sul, in
Porto Alegre, in 1988. It was the first Brazilian uni-
versity to worry about the preparation of practitio-
ners of medicine to solve problems and dilemmas
of Bioethics (MS, 1998).

In the beginning of the nineties, three facts contri-
buted decisively in the consolidation of Bioethics
in the country:

1. Creation of a specific journal in Bioethics,
in 1993, sponsored by the Federal Medical
Council (CFM) — Bioethics. This is a bian-
nual magazine with a circulation of more
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than 10,000 copies in the medical field (Ga-
rrafa, 2000). Its editorial philosophy aims
at creating conditions for a multidisciplinary
and pluralist discussion on the approach of
several topics related to Medical Ethics and
Bioethics. Each issue brings specific sub-
jects of multiple interests such as abortion,
euthanasia, terminal patients, research
in human beings, teaching of Ethics and
Bioethics, allocation of resources in health,
ethics, genetics and medical errors, among
others (MS, 1998).

Creation of the Brazilian Bioethics Society
(SBB). The SBB was officially formed on
February 18, 1995. Since its creation, it has
played a significant role in the development
of this new area of knowledge in the coun-
try (Ministério da Saude -MS 1998). Seven
national congresses have already been
held, the most relevant being the 4th World
Congress of Bioethics of the International
Association of Bioethics.

This eventmarked the adult phase of the Bra-
zilian Bioethics, with the theme “Bioethics,
power and injustice”. Among the themes
considered relevant to the consolidation of
the conceptual framework are: 1) improve-
ment of basic ethical theories in the Brazilian
context, and 2) discussion and elaboration
of an epistemological statute whose core
is the ontological questioning of Bioethics
while characterizing it as a field of knowled-
ge appropriate to the reality of the country
(Qliveira, Vellapouca and Barro, 2005). It is
important to emphasize that the SBB has
also created a journal of national circula-
tion: the Brazilian Bioethics Review (RBB).

Approval of Resolution n 196 of the Na-
tional Council of Health (CNS), in 1996.
This rule created the National Commission
for Ethics on Research (CONEP) and the
Committees for Research Ethics (CEPs).
These bodies started exercising social con-
trol so as to examine and monitor the ethi-
cal aspects of research involving human
beings throughout the national territory
(MS, 2005). Currently, there are 607 CEPs
distributed among five regions of Brazilian

territory. Most of them are installed in hos-
pitals and Public University Centers.

This Resolution incorporated the model of ethical
analysis based on four prima facie principles of
principlist Bioethics — beneficence, nonmaleficen-
ce, autonomy and justice — which form the theore-
tical framework of Bioethics. This reference was
consolidated in the area of Health Sciences as a
basic ethical requirement for the rights and duties
of the scientific community, the research subjects
and the State. Thus, the Committees for Research
Ethics (CEPs) played a significant role in the ins-
titutionalization of Bioethics as a Practical Ethics
discipline in the scope of health professions. This
was then incorporated into the curriculum struc-
ture of both, basic training (Musse et al., 2007)
and professional qualification, at the level of Lato
Sensu and Stricto Sensu Post-Graduate courses
(Qliveira, Vellapouca and Barro, 2005).

Since then, the onus of professional training has
been shared by courses provided by different bo-
dies such as the Research Ethics Committee and
professional bodies, update courses and univer-
sity extension. As it is also offered as a line of re-
search in post-graduate courses, it has become
the object of study in many research centers.

Bioethics education has mostly been included in
different courses at the level of specialization in
public, private or religious university institutions,
and more recently, either at the levels of Master’s
and Doctorate degrees or incorporated as trans-
verse content in other traditional disciplines. A few
of the major academic centers, courses and post-
graduate programs dedicated to the reflection on
Bioethics, created in the last few years are (Anjos
MF, Siqueira JE (eds). 2007):

1.UNESCO Chair in Bioethics at the University
of Brasilia (UnB) — Brasilia Distrito Federal (DF).
Was recognized by UNESCO (United Nations Or-
ganization for Education, Science and Culture) in
2004. Its origin was the Nucleus of Studies and
Research in Bioethics (NEPeB), pioneer in the
area of Bioethics in Brazil to be formally recog-
nized as a consolidated group of research in the
National Council for Scientific and Technological



Development (CNPq). The Chair had direct or indi-
rect participation in the organization of five Brazil-
ian Congresses of Bioethics, and also performed
as the executor of the Sixth World Congress of
Bioethics, in 2002, in Brasilia,.DF. The Brazilian
Bioethics Review (RBB), the quarterly scientific
report of the Brazilian Bioethics Society, is also
produced entirely under the responsibility of the
Chair and is in its fourth year of uninterrupted pub-
lication (Cunha, 2008).

Among the distinguished objectives of the UNES-
CO Chair in Bioethics, with respect to the Stricto
Sensu Post-Graduation, is its support to the post-
graduate program in Health Sciences, having
trained 28 masters and 9 doctors in a specific line
of research in the area of Bioethics. Since Au-
gust 1998, it has been offering an annual course
of Specialization in Bioethics (with approximately
400 hours of lessons), having trained 290 special-
ists by 2008. Already in its ninth year in 2007, the
course has 36 students and for five years, through
its researchers, has published six books special-
izing in Bioethics (Cunha, 2008).

In 2007, a proposal was presented to establish the
Program for Master’'s and Doctorate degrees in
Bioethics to Brazilian Federal Government agen-
cies like the Coordination for the Improvement of
Higher Education Personnel (CAPES) and the
Ministry of Education and Culture (MEC), respon-
sible for the evaluation and approval of post-gra-
duate courses. The Stricto Sensu Post-Graduate
Program in Bioethics of UnB began in 2008 (MEC,
2008). This was the first course for public and se-
cular education of bioethicists in the country. The
program has a single area of concentration — pu-
blic health — and three lines of research are propo-
sed: Theoretical grounds of Bioethics; Emerging
situations in Bioethics and public health; Persis-
tent situations in Bioethics and public health.

2. Inter-institutional Nucleus of Bioethics of the
Federal University of Rio Grande do Sul /Clinics
Hospitals of Porto Alegre (UFRGS / HCPA). .

In 1990, teaching activities were initiated with the
implementation of an intensive course of Bioethics
in the HCPA, with the participation of Prof. Robert
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Veatch of the Kennedy Institute of Ethics. In 1993,
the program was implemented to focus on the pro-
blems of bioethics in the field of clinical bioethics,
and from 1994, the discipline of Bioethics | was
included in the curriculum of the Post-Graduate
course in Medicine.

3. Nucleus of Bioethics of the Pontifical Catholic
University (PUC), Porto Alegre (RS). This Univer-
sity has included the discipline of Bioethics in the
Post-Graduate courses in Medicine since 1988.

4. Nucleus of Bioethics of the Pontifical Catho-
lic University of Minas Gerais, in Belo Horizon-
te, Minas Gerais (PUC Minas). In addition to the
publication of books in the Institute of Continuing
Education, it runs a course of Specialization in
Bioethics.

5. Oscar Freire Institute, School of Medicine, Uni-
versity of Sdo Paulo (USP). It has promoted mee-
tings, seminars, workshops and other events fo-
cused on Bioethics, along with publications in this
area. It has a course of Specialization in Bioethics.

6. Alphonsianum Institute of Theological Ethics in
the State of Sdo Paulo. Under the coordination of
Professor Marcio Fabri dos Anjos, it works with is-
sues of Theological Bioethics of the Third World in
a liberation perspective.

7. Sdo Camilo University Center in the state of
Sao Paulo. The Center is maintained by the Ca-
millian Social Center, one of the many entities
of the Camillian Order around the world, present
in approximately 30 countries. It is looked upon
as a pioneer in the field of bioethical publication
through magazines, books and the program of
teaching Bioethics in the different graduate and
post-graduate courses (Barchifontaine, 2005).

It has its own Nucleus for Studies and Researches
in Bioethics, which helps in developing the activi-
ties of Bioethics; a Specialization Course and a
Program of Post-Graduation with a Master’s de-
gree course in Bioethics. In 2004, the Program
of Stricto Sensu Post-Graduation in Bioethics at
the Master’s level was approved by CAPES and
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MEC. This course is designed for professionals
from several areas interested in acting upon and
discussing issues regarding Bioethics.

8. The National School of Public Health of Oswal-
do Cruz Foundation (FIOCRUZ). This institution
has made a significant contribution in the field of
Bioethical reflection at the interface with public
health in the country. It has a Center for Applied
Ethics and Bioethics (NUBEA) in partnership with
the Fernandes Figueira Institute. It has been run-
ning the Specialization Course in Applied Ethics
and Bioethics since 2002 (Zoboli, 2006), and is
preparing to offer a Master’s and Doctorate Pro-
gram in Applied Ethics.

9. Nucleus of Bioethics of the State University
of Londrina (UEL) / Parana. Composed of many
groups related to Bioethics at the university, it in-
troduced the Course of Specialization in Bioethics
in March 2002, and the discipline of Bioethics was
included in the curriculum structure of the gradua-
te course of Medicine (Bioética informa. 2002).

10. University of Vale do Rio dos Sinos - Unisinos
- in S&o Leopoldo. This institution houses the Hu-
manitas Unisinos Institute (IHU), whose main ob-
jective is to raise new questions and seek answers
to the great challenges of today from a humanis-
tic, social and Christian view. The main activities
in the field of Bioethics involve the publication of
classical works, with emphasis on the translation
of classical references. One of the first published
works was the translation of “The Main Issues in
Bioethics” (Problems of Bioethics), in 1980, and
the most recent, translation of the book by John
Finnis - Natural law and natural rights - in 2007.

11. Nucleus of Bioethics of the State University of
Feira de Santana - Bahia.

12. Nucleus of Bioethics of the Federal University
of Pernambuco - Recife. Through the efforts of this
Nucleus, the discipline of Bioethics was included
in the post-graduate course of Health Sciences.

13. Catholic University of Parana in Curitiba. It has
an active group of study in Bioethics related to the
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areas of philosophy and theology and offers an
annual course of Specialization in Bioethics.

V. Publications related to
Bioethics in the field of education

Parallel to the above-mentioned programs,
by virtue of their being pioneers in this
area of knowledge there are several insti-
tutions in Brazil that are offering training in
Bioethics. It is possible to verify this claim
by accessing the Internet. However, one of
the main challenges facing these courses
is the lack of qualified teaching professio-
nals. Being an area that involves multiple
conflicts of interest without a specific aca-
demic profile, many professionals consider
themselves capable of working as teachers.
Nonetheless, only a few have the extensi-
ve training required to discuss all the ethi-
cal issues related to the multiple areas of
knowledge that Bioethics involves. This is
evidenced by the small number of resear-
chers who publish papers that deal with to-
pics in education or teaching of Bioethics at
different levels of training.

The results of two surveys conducted in
2007 and 2008 are presented below, which
illustrate the challenge described earlier.

Silva, in 2007, aimed to conduct a study on
the “state of the art of teaching of Bioethics
in Brazilian medical graduation”. His study
was based on the work published in the an-
nals of Congresses of the Brazilian Bioethics
Society of 2000, 2002 and 2005; the Na-
tional Congress of the United Network of
2003 and 2005; the Brazilian Association of
Medical Education from 2000 to 2005; and
in the journals of the Brazilian Bioethics So-
ciety; the Bioethics of the Federal Council of
Medicine and the Brazilian journal of Medi-
cal Education from 2000 to 2005. He iden-
tified 4024 publications, out of which only
89 were related to the teaching of the disci-
pline Ethics and Bioethics. The largest con-



centration was at the graduate level, with
41 publications related to the teaching of
Ethics and Bioethics and 29 on the discipline
of Bioethics alone. At the post-graduate le-
vel, the concentration was 11 works on the
teaching of Ethics and Bioethics and eight
related to the discipline Bioethics. OuvirLer
foneticamente

The same evidence was found in another
survey conducted by Figueiredo, Garrafa
and Portillo. In 2008, the authors presented
the results of a systematic research conduc-
ted using six databases from Latin Ameri-
ca between 2000 and 2007: LILACS (Latin
American and Caribbean Health Sciences Li-
terature Database), SciELO (Scientific Elec-
tronic Library Online), BDENF (The Nursing
Database), BBO (Brazilian Bibliography of
Odontology), CAPES (Coordination for the
Improvement of Higher Education Person-
nel) and the Digital Library of Theses and
Dissertations (BDTD) of the Brazilian Insti-
tute for Information in Science and Tech-
nology (IBICT). From these databases, 61
articles and 79 works of the Stricto Sensu
Post-Graduation level were recovered (67
dissertations and 12 thesis). As a search
strategy, a combination of the terms “Tea-
ching and Bioethics” and "“Education and
Bioethics” was used. Sixteen articles ad-
dressed this theme in graduation and only
two referred to the teaching of bioethics at
the Master’s and Doctorate levels. In rela-
tion to the works completed in the Stricto
Sensu Post-Graduation, only 12 prioritized
the issue of the teaching of Bioethics. All
were restricted to the area of health, parti-
cularly in the field of Medicine.

These two surveys showed that a wide va-
riety of scientific publications is related to
Bioethics in Brazil as a scientific discipline.
With regard to studies on the teaching of
Bioethics as a discipline in both Graduation
and Post-Graduation, the studies are still
limited considering the period of develop-
ment in the national territory.

Revista RedbioéticalUNESCO, Ao 2, 1(3), 36-45, Enero-junio 2011
ISSN 2077-9445

Antonio Macena Figueiredo

Evolution of the Teaching of Bioethics...

V. Final Reflection

Reflecting on the review of the history of this field
of knowledge in Brazil, it can be claimed that
Bioethics, as a discipline of ethical and philoso-
phical reflection, is in the intermediate stage of de-
velopment at all levels of academic education in
Brazil. Furthermore, it is a discipline that is being
included in the curriculum structure in both gra-
duate and post-graduate courses, in several areas
of knowledge in public and private institutions in
the country. In particular, at the post-graduate
level, it has successfully carried out the mission
of meeting the demand of training specialists,
researchers, Masters and PhDs to work both in
teaching and research (universities, Ethics Com-
mittees and Research Centers), whose central
objective is to train professionals with critical and
reflective ability, with strong interdisciplinary trai-
ning based on theoretical and philosophical basis
to identify and find solutions to the ethical conflicts
or dilemmas in the context of Health Sciences or
the society in general.
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